[About the risk to communicate risk].
An understanding of risk requires an understanding of probabilities and a minimum of statistical thinking. This understanding is the basis of an adequate risk communication, which is especially important in the field of medicine. Every day a practicing doctor is confronted with the question of how likely a patient is to have a disease when tested positive. Clinicians are not only asked to provide a correct answer to their patients but also a comprehensible one, if they want to assure that a patient is enabled to make an informed decision. Several studies suggest, however that clinicians struggle somewhat to come up with correct judgments concerning this issue and tend to heavily overestimate the risk. We will argue in this article that this problem is mainly based on how risks are presented. We will reveal some of the common pitfalls and make suggestions on how to interpret and communicate risks in an easy fashion.